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The Association for University Business and Economic Research, a professional association of
leading university-based economic research centers and affiliate organizations across the U.S.,
has elected several new officers and directors to its board.
Sean Snaith, the 2018-2019 AUBER president and director of the Institute for Economic
Forecasting at the University of Central Florida, welcomed new board members and said, “I am
thrilled to welcome our new president, vice president and board members to AUBER’s
leadership group. These six individuals have long been thought leaders in their respective
states, and they will reinforce and strengthen AUBER’s role as the nation’s premier organization
for university-based regional economic analyses. Their election comes at a time in our nation’s
history when non-partisan, data-driven analysis is truly needed.”
Snaith now moves to the past president officer position on the board and Patrick Barkey,
director of the Bureau of Business and Economic Research at the University of Montana,
becomes AUBER’s 2019-2020 president.
“It is humbling to follow the long history of prestigious researchers who have held this position,
Barkey said. “I look forward to working with the leadership team to make our organization more
valuable and relevant.”
AUBER officers include:
•
•
•
•
•

Patrick Barkey - president:
Sean Snaith - past president;
John Deskins - director of the Bureau of Business and Economic Research at West
Virginia University, moves from vice president to president-elect;
Michael Hicks - director of Ball State University’s Center for Business and Economic
Research, is serving his second year as AUBER’s secretary/treasurer; and
Juliette Tennert - director of Economics and Public Policy at the University of Utah’s
Kem C. Gardner Center, has been elected vice president.

AUBER’s newly elected board members include:
•

Jennifer Green, director of Jacksonville State University’s Center of Economic
Development and Business Research;

•
•
•

Rob Godby, deputy director of the University of Wyoming’s Center for Energy
Regulation and Policy;
Bruce Kellison, director of the Bureau of Business Research at the University of Texas,
Austin; and
Valorie Rice, business information specialist for the Economic and Business Research
Center at the University of Arizona’s Eller College of Management.

Other AUBER board members include:
•
•
•

Mervin Jebaraj - director of the Center for Business and Economic Research at the
University of Arkansas;
James McCafferty - co-director of Western Washington University’s Center for
Economic and Business Research;
Fred Treyz - Chief Executive Officer and chief economist of Regional Economic Models,
Inc. (REMI).

Leaving the board after two years of service are Benjamin Blair, director of the Butler Center
for Business and Economic Research at Columbus State University; Benjamin McKay,
assistant director at the Center for Business Analytics and Economic Research at Georgia
Southern University; Carol Rogers, deputy director and CIO at Indiana University’s Indiana
Business Research Center; and Eric Thompson, director of the Bureau of Business Research
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.
Kathy Deck, past president of AUBER and executive director of Strategic Initiatives at the
University of Alabama’s Culverhouse College of Business, also moves off the board after many
years of service.
Secretary-Treasurer Michael Hicks said, “While these departing board members will be missed,
they can look back on a period of remarkable membership growth for the organization.
AUBER’s institutional membership grew by 12 percent over the past year, providing strong
geographic coverage around the nation.”
The board elections were announced at AUBER’s 2019 conference held in Savannah, Georgia,
hosted by the Center for Business Analytics and Economic Research at Georgia Southern
University’s Parker College of Business.
Georgia Southern’s Benjamin McKay said, “It was our distinct pleasure to host the 2019 AUBER
conference in Savannah. Our team enjoyed sharing the hostess city of the south with more than
100 of our AUBER colleagues. We know that the information shared at this event will help us to
better serve our stakeholders in the coming year.”
For a complete list of board members and their bios please visit:
https://auber.org/about/leadership/
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